Mansfield Backs 


LBJ in Controversy 

WASHINGTON, Jan. 7 (AP)— Senate Democratic 
leader Mike Mansfield of Montana said today that Presi- 
dent Johnson has “conducted himself with dignity and 
decorum” in a controversy surrounding the book written 
by William Manchester, “The Death of a President.” 

Mansfield said he has no knowledge that five prom- . 
Inent Democrats strongly advised the late President John 
P. Kennedy not to visit Dallas, Tex., in November 1963 
because of fear Of antagonism to him there. 

This disclosure was made in the first installment of 
a four-part, 60,000-word serialization of Manchester’s 
book by Look magazine. 

There have been advance reports that some of John- 
son’s actions have been criticized by persons quoted in 
Manchester’s book. 

“As time goes on there will be a lot of stories, some 
true and some not, reflecting on that tragic period,” 
Mansfield said. “I think we will have to leave it to history 
to form its own judgment. 

“In the wake of charges. Innuendo and implications, 
President Johnson has conducted himself with dignity 
and decorum. He is willing to let history be the fiTta.1 
judge of his behavior in Dallas and throughout his tenure 
as President.” 

Mansfield said he knew nothing about any friction 
between Kennedy and Johnson, then Vice President, dur- 
ing the trip to Texas. 



